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not to be a subject of communication between them.
But the cause and effect are very natural.    The master
returns home weary from his office, and has no one
to speak to but his servant.    He casually mentions
something that has happened in office during the day,
or perhaps tries to ascertain from his servant if he
has rightly understood some explanation given to him
in the course of business.    The servant is not slow to
profit by such an opportunity.   When his master has
gone to bed the servant speeds off to the native town,
and soon finds out the particular case to which his
master must have alluded.    He is thus in a position
to make the parties interested in the case believe that
he can influence his master on the subject, and the
possession of such a power is, of course, equivalent to
a mine of wealth.    We can vouch for the truth of a
story regarding the head-servant of an officer, who
never  exchanged  a  word with him  on any official
business.    But the servant was sufficiently clever to
make outsiders believe that  he had great influence
with his master, and the time came when he grace-
fully retired from his master's service, and went home
to his native village to figure as a landed proprietor,
with a herd of several hundred head of cattle !   Well
might Cicero warn   the propraetor   of   Asia Minor
against  putting   too   much   confidence in his own
domestics, or in permitting them to abuse the show
of his authority.

We next come to the civilian in his public office,